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The Visual Culture of the Islamic State
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The Islamic
State

background information

A Salafi jihadist terrorist organisation
that follows a fundamentalist, Salafi

doctrine of Sunni Istam (al-lbrahim
2014).

In June 2014, the group claimed itself
a worldwide caliphate (BBC News 2015).

It is believed to operate in different
countries.

In 2017, it was estimated to have more
than 35,000 fighters (Shinkman 2017).




In his writing, The Visual Culture of
Jihad, Ostovar (2017) suggests that jiha-
di visuals stress on simplicity and have

Intention- explanations of intentionatity (84) com-
l' /municating different messages (83).
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Research
Question

What affect techniques
does the Islamic State
use In Its visuals,
specifically photographs
of self-representation
iIn Rumiyah magazine,
to communicate with

Its audience, and
particularly to mobilize
young adult men?



UMIYAH

Rumiyah is the Arabic name for
the city of Rome. |

It conveys teachings of Islam, stories,
strategies, news and interviews with
IS fighters.

It was first published in September
2016 as a successor to Dabig, which

Rumiyah was discontinued in July 2016.
portraits



Research
method 1
Panofsky method

A qualitative analysis through the
understanding and interpretation
of meaning in visual representa-
tion, which can be separated into
three levels:

level 1 Pre-iconographic analysis
level 2 Iconography
level 3 Iconology



Level 1
Pre-iconographic
analysis

Panofsky method

Pre-iconographic analysis,
which is the formal, natural

and factual descriptions of what
Is seen such as the colours,

the content, and the format seen
without any speculations.

Quantitative analysis

of the portrait photographs of

the IS in Rumiyah (issues 1to 13)
by recording quantitative data
through keywords
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ESTABLISHING THE ISLAMIC STATE
Between the Prophetic Methodology and
the Paths of the Deviants

from Pre-iconographic analysis to iconography - issue 7 / page 6




Level 2
lconography

Panofsky method

Iconography,

which is the decoding

of the content

by questioning the meaning
of the elements in each photo
taking in consideration

the context, history,culture,
traditions, rituals, audiences,
and the framework of society.
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Findings
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Jihad Is the Pcak of Islam

Mu'adh 1bo fabal € mareatecd: Allahs Messenger s saxd,

“Shall 1 tell you the head of the whole murrer, its pillar,

and its utmost peak?” 1 said, “Cerramty, OO Messenger ot

Allah!™ Fe said, *The bead of the macer is Islam Trs

pillar is the praver. Tes atmose peaks is jihad” (Reporred by
w-Tiemidbn).

100 Levels in Jannah

Aliah's Messenger $& said, "o Jannah,

there are one hundreds levels which

Allaly prepared for e mujahidin tor

Allalrs cause, Benween each level s

like the distance between the sky and

the earth.” (Reported by al-Bukhan
from Abu Humyrahy

Protection from

>war
the Fire g

fAn-Nisa Y35)

feet vet covered w duse
for Allalvs caouse, Allah hus focbidden

" “Allah
‘favored ‘the!
mujahid
over those
who sit back

r
with a g dgat The Mujahid 1s the

0%
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THE EXCELLENCE
OF JIHAD

No Deed Equals Jihad

A man cume 1o Adlabs Messenger 8 and sud, “Guide
me 16 deed that equals jihad ™ ) e said, 7L cannot. Are
vow able ro earer vour magjid, seand 1 praver and nor
get nired,

fast and never cat, from the time the mojalud
leaves unril he renerns?” He said, “Wha is able o do
that?” (Repornied by al-Bukbard and Mushoy from Abu
Hluravrah)

Jihad Is Part of Iman

Allaly Messe
puaranteed whoe

# sud, "Allal bas
s tocth i flis cause,
savung, “He only goes out due ro his iman
Ne and belief in My messengers. 1 wiil

reruon him with his @ain of reward or

n grhuninaly, or T will enver him inro fannal™

(Repoeied by al-Bukhun and Masling trom
Abu Huraycaly),

Best of People
A man came fo Allah’s Mes
s, “Which people are Dy

him from rhe Fire™ (Reporred by
al-Bukhari trom Ahuo *Abs)

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 4, p. 13

al-Khudei).

3 and
de said,
“A man who wages phad for Allalis cause
with his wealth and selt™ (Reporred by
al-Bukhan and Muslim tfrom Abu Sa’id

RULINGS RELATED TO GIVING DAWAH TO

HARBI KUFFA

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 12, p. 18
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photo source: Rumiyah, issue 10, p. 46
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Findings
Movie poster
style



photo source: httE J/[www.movieposter  photo source: https://www.ebay.com/

shop.com/dunkirk-mavie-poster2017-  itm/CAPTAIN-AMERICA-THE-WINTER-
SOLDIER-MOVIE-POSTER-2-Sided-
ORIGINAL-Ver-B27-x152990702857/-40

[HARRY POTTER

EUN Y,wu B § B B SHARP STRIKING
TO HING® f AND REMARKARL

KILL GIANI‘

IN CINEMAS APRIL ¢

photo source: http://www.thehollywoodnews.com/14/03/2018/new-uk- trailer-
poster-lands-for-i-kill-giants/

UMIYAH

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 7, p. 38
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photo source: Rumiyah, issue 11, p. 4
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FREATURING ARALLIFE NAVY BEALN

photo source: https://www.filmaffinity.com/en/film848294.html
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Re-
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photos



UMIYAH

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 1 (cover]

Stand and Die

Upon That for Which Your Brothers Died

“The people of falschood constantly
attempr to make the deaths of righ-
teous men and their slayings by the
enemies of [slam - the mushrikin and
the apos - into a sign foretelling
the breaking of the muwahiddin, But
those fools do not realize that Allah
® ba: orined for each soul its sec
term before He ureated the heavens
and the earth. Allah @ said, “And
cach nagion has it set term. They
can neither delay it for an hour nor
advance it” (Al-A'raf 34), In this de-
cree, all people arc equal, including
prophets and righteows people as well
as dishelievers and tyrancs.

‘Thase fools do nut realize thar Allah
@ preserves His religion however He
wilr;, and this religion will remain es-

tablished and will not be damaged by

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 1, page 2

the death of any person, If it would
have heen damaged by anything,
it would have been by the death of
the Propher @ and those of his no-
ble Companions. Buz the religion
remained long afrer their deparmure,
a5 Allah esablished its foothold and
spread it on the earth, He preserved it
and employed His righteous slaves in
irs service. “He loves them and they
love Him: humble to the believers
and mighry against the disbelievers,
they wage jihad for Mis cause and
da not fear the blame of any Wlamer”

(Al-Maidah 54)

As for the learned who revere Allah
as He should be revered, wurshiping
Him as He should be worshiped,
when ane of the righteous from
among them die, they remind their
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The first forerunners from among the Muhajirin and
the Ansar knew thar Jannah was Allah's precious com-
rmodicy, and also knew thar none would be able to
pay irs price except one who rolled up his sleeves for
difficult work. So they searched for every path o Al-
lah's pleasure so that they could amain it, while asking
Allah for facilitarion and acceptance.

Thus, you would see them resolving 1o engage in
trade with Allah, selling their lives and wealth so that
He would purchase them. *O you who have believed,
shall T guide you m a transaction that will save you
from a painful punishmene? [It is thar] you believe
in Allah and His Messenger and strive in the cause of
Allah with your wealth and your lives. Tha is best for
you, if you should know. He will forgive you your sins
and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow
and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpemual resi-
dence, That is the great artainmenr” (As-Saff 10-12).

When they recognized thar the quickest path lead-
ing to it is shahadah for the cause of Allah, they de-
scended onto the batrlefields, advancing forward and
not retreating, h ing, proceeding ds death,
and taking it as a means to artaining life.

Anas Ibn an-Nadr g Storms the Mushrikin on
the Day of Uhud

Here we have Anas Ibn an-Nadr 4, who was ab-
sent from the Barrle of Badr and was extremely upset
as a result. However, he swore an oath and made a
promise, s0 let us listen to his nephew Anas Ibn Ma-
lik as he tells us aboue his uncle’s deed. He said, “My
uncle, Anas Ibn an-Nadr, was absent from the fight-

4@ Artide

photo source: Rumiyah, issue é, page 40

11
v/’ltam S/m/m(/a/z

-
-

R
7

ing at Badr, so he said, 'O Messenger of Allah, I was
absenr from the first bartle in which you foughs the
mushrilin. IfAllh allows me to attend a bartle 2gainst
the mushrikin, Allah will cerrainly see whae I will do!”
Then, when the day of Uhud came and the Muslims
became exposed, he said, ‘O Allzh, I ask Your pardon
for whar these ones (ie. the Sahabah) have done, and
I absolve myself before You of whar these ones (Le.
the mushrikin) have done.” He then advanced and
was met by S2d Ibn Mu'adh, so he said, ‘O Sad Ibn
Mu'adh, it is Jannah, by the Lord of an-Madr Indeed,
I smell its fragrance before Uhud.' Sad said, "But I was
not able, O Messenger of Allah, to do whar he did.””
Anas said, *“We found on him eighty some-odd sword
wounds, spear wounds, and arrow wounds, and we
found thac he had been killed and the mushrikin had
mutilated him, so no one recognized him excepr for
his sister, chrough his fingertips.” Anas then said, “We
would view or chink thar this ayzh was revealed abour
him and his likes: Among the believers are men true
to what they promised Allah’ (Al-Ahzab 23).”

‘Umayr Ibn al-Hammam 4 Races to a Garden as
Wide as the Heavens and Earth

And here we have Anas & telling us abour their
endeavor. He said, “Allah’s Messenger @§ and his
companions set out and arrived at Badr before the
mushrikin. The mushrikin then came, so Allah’s Mes-
senger @ said, ‘Let notany one of you proceed rowards
anything unless I am in front of him.” The mushrikin
then came close, so Allah’s Messenger @ said, ‘Arise
10 a garden whose width is thar of the heavens and the

FOREWORD

Indeed, our brothers in Mosnl displayed
steadfastness, perseverance, and conviction in the
face of disbelief and its various forms, something
not witnessed by history until roday. And indeed
the kuffar had gathered and rallied chousands of
soldiers and vehicles, but they were confronted by
the lions of the Islamic State, who massacred them
and tore them to pieces, after inflicting upon
them losses reaching into the tens of thousands
in regards ro both soldiers and vehicles — with the
permission of Allah @ and His assistance.

The kuffar were incapable of comprehending
the determination of the men and women of
the Islamic State, who could be stopped by the
immanence of death, nor by their enemies’ planes.

The believer sees the dunya as a2 prison and
instead looks for relief in obedience towards Allah;
and in the Bartle of Mosul many of our brothers
and sisters were liberated from this prison whereby

FOREWORD

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 12, page 4

they attained — by Allah’s permission ~ shahadah
in the cause of Allah.

One of the kafir news outlets stared, “From the
first day of the Battle of Mosul the army of the
Islamic Srate resolved to fight down 1o the last
soldier, which is the first time this has occurred
in the history of the war against terrorism in this
age.

These people do not understand. They cannot
grasp that every soldier of the Khilafah is upon
the same ‘agidah and methodology, all seeking to
be killed in Allah’s cause. Yes, the soldiers of the
[slamic State — without exception — are all prepared
to fight in the cause of Allah down to their last
drop of blood. And so we give glad rtidings 1o
che kuffar thae the soldiers of the Khilafah will
conquer the land of Sham in its entirery, even if
after some rime, and will eventually reach their
lands, with Allah's permission.
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The Rcligion of Isl:

Indeed, all praise is duc o Allah. We praise Him and
seek His help, Whomsoever Allah guides there is none to
misguide, und whomsocver Allah leaves to stray there is
none to guide. | texify that there is no god except Allah
alone, who bas 1o pariner, and chat Muhammad is His
slave and Messenger @, As for what follows:

The purpose of this series is to danify licy
and the neces: of the Jama'ah. We ask Allih 1o grant
J nderstanding of Ilam and to keep us
in the Jaoxa'sh of the Muslims
' & said, "This day | have perfeced for you your
n and completed My fayor upoo you and have sp-
med lslam 35 th " (Al-Maidah 3), He
& also aid, “Indeed, the religior Allzh is Islam™ (Al
Tmran 19). He & also said, "And whocver desires other
Islam as a religion - never will it be sccepeed from
and be, in the Hereafter, will be amang the losers”
{mean 85).

Thus, the religion « Allah ks pleased with for the
people and other than w‘mn He docs not acoept from
them s Istam. Its realk | tly giously.

s salamah, meaning ikhles, and istislam 1o Allsh, mesn-
ing submission 10 Him

Abul-‘Abbzs Ibn ‘Taymiyyah & said, “Islam is to submit
w Al alone, and the term Islam encompasses istislam
(submission) as well as having ikhlas (sincerity) in this i
tislam o Allah ... So whoever dues not submit to Him is
not a Muslim, and whoever submits to other than Him the
same as he submits 1o Him is not a Muslim, and whoever
submits 10 Him al lonc is 2 Muslim, as in the Quran, ‘Yes
{on the contrary] huc\cr mbmlrs hns face in Islam to

coward wi
concemning them,
grieve’ (Al-Bagarah 112). He also said, ‘And who
is berter in religion than onc who submits himselt 10 Al-
Lah while being a doer of good and follows the religion of
Ibzahim, inclining
as an intimare friend” .r\n—Nisa 125)" (An-Nubuwwar)

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 1, page 4
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The Religion of Islam

Allah is che Judge, the Rule is His

Indeed, the statement of tawhid (la ilaha illallah},
h ates Uahiyyah (che right to be worshiped) from
ur Allah and aff it for Allah alone, ny
of major shirk — in rubublyyah (lordship
y7ab (godhood), and al-asma wassifat (names and at-
tributes)' — for the ilah (god) is rhe une that deserves
to be worshiped and abeved due o “those atrributes it
pussesses n:LcssuaLing that it be foved with the utmost
sve and submiteed (0 with
al-Aziz a ) et do agle out
h with lahiyyah in all forms ofuon.“np and obedl-
ence has nuilified the shahadzh o hid and - through
his actions - has belicd what he daitns of belief in the
tawhid of rububivyah and al-asma was-sifac,
From among the different forms of worship that Al-
|ah & hass nglcd our for meation in His Book and in the

is whar is necessitated by ane's bcl.:ﬁllux Allah s “th

most just of judges” (Hud 45) and “the best of judges”
An'am 57), that there is none mare just in word than

Allah that there is none better than Him in judgment,

st thar 19 na Lord b Allah, no one reaces cuept
Hlm and ao onc prov d.: the creanion with what it needs save Him

e harm, are ey e
are they wachholders
of Llis meny? Say, ‘SuFcient for me 1s A o Hlim (alone! rely
the [wisc] relicrs™ (Az-Zumar 38). T id did not cadude the
Piaarikin fom jakfir nor dsd i
fue, Al @ rad in s regards
excent while they commir shirk” {Yusy meaning, they beliove in
rububiyyah but dishelieve in wlichivvads. Tawhid of uichiyvah s o wos
ship Allah alone, 23 nonc deverves ta be worshiped exceps ifim. Tawhid
of alasmia wasstfat means that Allsh @ bas the mos beaunfial names
aad loftiest arcibures and thar He has no aqual

Article

photo source: Rumiyah, issue 3, page 16



Findings

No
photographer
credit



Level 3
iconology

Panofsky method

Iconology, the gathering of infor-
mation and solidifying knowledge
about the society in which the
motifs under analysis.



A qualitative analysis

of visuals from the perspective of
persuasion methods that aim to have
an effect on the target audience.

Research / Through this method, | will attempt
method 2 \} to find unintended elements in the

. . | portraits that contradict the Islamic
Vlsual rh etO FCS \State's narratives.

analysis



What | have done
g

What | will do

socio-anthropological approach to
Salafism: religious doctrme and
[anti) social practices’ :

in Université de Lausanne

Literature about

The visual Culture of Jihad,
by Afshon Ostovar

Islam,

terrorism history

Documentaries and movie about

the Islamic State: The State, which is
a look at the lives of four British
citizens who joined ISIS in Syria
Audio series: Introducing ‘Caliphate’,
a New York Times audio series, |
would like to read more about visual
rhetorics analysis



The end...

for now!
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